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A Review of Some Researches Going on in Europe 


The ParapsycHo.Locy BULLETIN is de- 
voting this issue to a résumé of remarks 
made by Dr. J. B. Rhine to the staff of 


the Parapsychology Laboratory on re- © 


turning from the two months’ trip which 
he and his wife, Dr. Louisa E. Rhine, 
recently made to Europe. 

*“* * * 


Before mentioning specific researches I 
should like to register our surprise at 
the amount of interest in parapsychology 
which we encountered wherever we went, 
not only in the British universities and 
medical centers but also on the Conti- 
nent. This interest was especially evi- 
dent among psychiatrists and psycholo- 
gists, but there was a good representation 
among the philosophers, zoologists, and 
physicists as well. In each of these 
groups were men who are distinguished 
in their professions. Most important, 
of course, for the advancement of the re- 
search was the amount of experimental 
work we found actually in progress or 
already completed. 

If we combine the extent of interest, 
professional recognition, and active re- 
search, Britain is still quite obviously the 
main world center of parapsychology, as 
it always has been since research in this 
field was begun. It is true that in Hol- 
land the universities have led the way 
in official recognition of parapsychology 
by introducing the subject into the class- 
room but there is in Holland no com- 
parable advance in experimental work. 
In the United States, on the other hand, 
there is perhaps as much experimental 
work as in Britain, but there is not the 
amount of general interest and recogni- 
tion. If the output of research work is 
compared with the size of population 
alone, it would appear that Sweden is in 


the lead on that score; but in that coun- 
try as in our own, there is no great 
amount of public interest and university 
sponsorship. 

On the Continent there is active ex- 
perimenting in parapsychology in France 
and Austria, and there are what appear to 
me to be good prospects of experimental 
work in the near future in Denmark, Hol- 
land, Switzerland, and West Germany. 
The war and its aftereffects, of course, 
have imposed severe handicaps, but these 
are definitely secondary in importance to 
the spirit of the peoples and to the cul- 
tural settings into which such activities 
must be fitted. 

The following brief mention of the re- 
searches which we found going on cannot 
present an accurate and complete picture 
of parapsychology in Europe, but it may 
give some idea of the scope and trend of 
the work going on. Since this account is 
based mostly on impressions picked up 
in some haste, it must be expected to 
contain some omissions, and even some 
errors of memory. 


Closer acquaintance with Dr. Thouless 
at Cambridge definitely increases our im- 
pression of the importance of his role in 
parapsychology. Before leaving Duke I 
had read the manuscript report of what 


. impressed me as an excellent PK experi- ~ 


ment, which he has completed and is now 
about to publish. On arriving at Cam- 
bridge we found him already well on with 
a new experiment, one that takes up a 
more advanced problem involving PK. 
In view of the amount of writing he does 
and the time he gives to lecturing on 
parapsychology, it is impressive to see 
that he can still find time to conduct ex- 
perimental work. He holds, in addition, 
a full-time staff position at Cambridge 
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as a psychologist and takes an active 
part in the British Psychological Society, 
of which he has recently been president, 
and in the S. P. R., of which he is a 
Council member. He continues, too, his 
collaboration with Dr. B. P. Wiesner in 
the investigation of Marion. 

Perhaps the most outstanding experi- 
mental work in recent years in our field 
is that of Dr. Soal, with his subject, Mrs. 
Stewart. Unfortunately, this experiment 
has come to an end, at least for the time 
being, because of the fact that the scoring 
has declined to the chance level, but a 
_ wealth of material has already been col- 
lected over the years during which Mrs. 
Stewart has been a subject for Dr. Soal, 
and there are many analyses to be made 
on the data. Further reports, including 
a book, are to be expected. Dr. Soal is 
president of the S.P.R. and does much 
lecturing and writing on parapsychology. 

Dr. Donald J. West, now Honorary Re- 
search Officer of the S.P.R., can give only 
part time to the research field, but he has 
already overcome, at least partially, the 
earlier difficulty he experienced in find- 


ing extrachance effects in ESP experi- 


ments. His recent work involves the use 
of Dr. Humphrey’s method of separating 
subjects into different scoring levels on 
the basis of their style of drawing. 

Mr. Fraser Nicol reports that he has 
come upon new and interesting findings in 
further statistical analyses on PK data 
taken back from Duke to London by Dr. 
West on his recent visit. Mr. Denys 
Parsons is pursuing an inquiry into a 
much neglected area, that of the occur- 
rence of psi phenomena among animals. 
Thus far his inquiry has chiefly involved 
a study of the literature, but it will not 
be confined to that. 

Mr. Nigel Richmond has carried his 
precautions in the paramecium experiment 
in PK (see Bulletin No. 12) a step fur- 
ther. He has built an apparatus for 
photographing the animalcule’s move- 
ments while the test is going on. Only 
a hundred trials with the new camera 
equipment have been completed, but these 
have given positive results of the same 
order of significance as current trials 


made without the camera. Mr. Richmond 
is at present studying a side effect deal- 
ing with ESP which he first observed in 
connection with the paramecium tests: 
i.e., it looked as if there had occurred 
some ESP of the cards used to randomize 
the trials in the tests with the protozoa. 

Even while pursuing a full medical 
course, Mr. Frederick Knowles is carry- 
ing out some parapsychology experiments. 
He has had a group of thirty acquaint- 
ances throw dice in individual explora- 
tory self-testing series to see if they can 
ret evidence of the PK effect while work- 
ing at the test unobserved. It was 
Knowles’s idea that he himself had in- 
hibited the performance of the subiects 
by his presence during earlier tests. With 
the exception of certain typical position 
effects that are suggestive, the results 
appear to be explainable by chance, thus 
indicating that some more positive factor 
than mere absence on the part of Knowles 
as an experimenter is needed to make 
the scoring significant. 

Mr. Frederick Palmer has conducted 
ESP tests in which the subject made a 
drawing in his attempt to identify a con- 
cealed target picture on which a sender 
was free-associating at the time of the 
test. Judges attempted to determine how 
successful the response drawings were in 
identifying the appropriate picture and 
the free association material that went 
with it. No statistical appraisal of the 
method has been found possible as yet, 
but Mr. Palmer has been encouraged to 
submit his material as a thesis for the 
Ph.D. degree at one of the British uni- 
versities. 

Mr. G. N. M. Tyrrell, though not at 
present engaged in experimental work 
himself, brought ws into contact with an 
engineer of his acquaintance who has con- 
vinced himself that he can influence radio- 
activity by parapsychological means. The 
engineer, although he is convinced he has 
obtained extrachance effects, has not yet 
been able to subject his results to quan- 
titative appraisal; but he has agreed to 
try the standard dice-throwing techniques 
as a parallel line of PK tests and one that 
permits easy evaluation of results. 
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May 24 Manchester Society for Psychical 
Research. 

May 26 University of Utrecht. 

May 27 Studievereniging voor 
Research,” Amsterdam. 

May 30 University of Lund. 

May 31 University of Copenhagen, sponsored 
by the Society of Psychology and 
Philosophy. 

June 2 Sillskapet Fér Parapsykologisk 
Forskning, Stockholm. 

June 5 Soirée-lecture, ‘by Pub- 
lisher Hagerup, hagen. 

June 13 Joint meeting of Institut Meta- 
psychique International and L’Asso- 
ciation Francaise d’Rtudes Meta- 
psychiques, Paris. 

June 15 Neuropsychiatric Clinic, University 
of Innsbruck. 

June 17 Psychologischer Club, Ziirich (In- 
stitute for the Study of Analytical 
Psychology). 

June 19 Opening of the Institute for Re- 
search on the Borderline Problems 
of Psychology and Mental Hygiene, 
Freiburg, Germany. 

June 23 University of Leeds, Extra-Mural 
Department. 

June 26 University of Glasgow. 

- June 27 Interview with Dr. Donald J. West 
on television, BBC. 

June 27 Institute of Psychiatry, Maudsley 
Hospital, London. 

June 28 Psychological Society, University 
College, University of London. 


“Psychical 


The following brief abstracts will give 
a general idea of the contents of two of the 
— lectures mentioned in the above 
st. 


The Royal Society of Medicine, Section on 
Psychiatry: “Psi Phenomena and 
Psychiatry” 


Although there does not appear to be any 
direct connection between mental illness and 
psi capacities, there are areas which para- 
psychology and psychiatry have in common: 
among these are certain similarities in the 


types of experiences or phenomena dealt with 


in the two fields, and in the techniques for 
studying them, The most important of these 
common interests is the fact that both fields 
deal with unconscious mental operations and 

n working with patients in a wide vari- 
ety of mental and physical states, the - 
chiatrist has unique opportunities for - 
ing observations about the relation of psi 
ability to the nervous system and to the 
personality in general. Along with the use 
of shock and surgical modes of treatment, 
he may be able to get indications of the 
neurology and something of the biology of 
psi capacities. Parapsychology, on its part, 
in discovering mental processes which tran- 
scend physical law, has shown that per- 
sonality is not an exclusively material sys- 


‘Tenth Myers Memorial Lecture: 


“Telepathy and Human Personality’ 


ception) there is, of course, no ground fo 
question. 
It can now be seen that there was no 
necessity to differentiate between telepathya 
and clairvoyance in order to accomplis ; 
what the early workers were aiming at: 
namely, a refutation of materialism. The 
ESP tests involving distance and the knowl- 
edge of future events accomplished that 
when they established the presence of a 
nonphysical aspect of personality. 2 
The lesson to be learned from the history 
of telepathy is needed in 
ourselves on the problem of spirit survival. 
After a century of failure to convince the 
scientific world on this problem, parapsy- 
chology needs to re-examine the difficulties. 
They are three: lack of methods, our igno- 
rance of the counterhypotheses, and the need 
for a crucial experiment. In the last two 
decades the first two difficulties have been 
fairly well overcome; the third remains. 
Before a successful experimental attack can 
be made on the problem it will be necessary 
to discover first whether there is a spiritual 
component of personality about which the 
question of survival can be raised. 
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em, psychiatrists are not working Only 
A too-limited interest in telepathy blind : 
i early workers in parapsychology to ot : 
equally prevalent types of spontaneous : 
a. The evidence for telepathy h : 
challenged and reconsidered sever | 
| times through the years, and now we fi 4 
i it impossible to design a clear, unambigu 4 
test of this phenomenon. Clairvoyance h d 
stood up better by comparison. With ; is 
gard to GESP (general extrasensory per-_ 
is sent to all Journal of P. subscribers. 
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At Cambridge University a group of 
young physicists are constructing a me- 
chanical device for use in ESP tests, 
with some form of radiation as the basis 
of the random selector. At Oxford an- 
other young physicist, Dr. Richard Wil- 
son, has already completed a mechani- 
cal device for testing ESP and has ob- 
tained extrachance results with it in tests 
conducted with a group of Spiritualists as 
subjects. Dr. Wilson regards the experi- 


ment, however, as merely an exploratory 


one, illustrating the practical feasibility 
of such a test device. Also, he and a col- 
have been carrying out some tests 
prediction in connection with horse 
es in which they have used an ap- 
ently unique method and have ob- 
ned results that are interesting and en- 
raging to say the least. 
A number of other British experi- 
ts with psi phenomena came to our 
ention in one way or another, but there 
only two more about which I gained 
cient information for review here. 
th of these happen to derive from a 
choanalytic background and both were 


cerned also with an effort to improve 


P test performance. Dr. Hayes, a 
cticing psychoanalyst at Oxford, has 
nm using hypnoanalysis in an attempt 
remove the inhibitions that are sup- 
sedly limiting the exercise of the un- 
scious function of ESP. He is using 
types of ESP tests, one utilizing the 
ndard ESP cards, and the other using 
nbers, with thirty possible responses. 
reports that he is making substantial 
gress in the liberation of the uncon- 

ous ESP function, as indicated by a 
marked increase in scoring rate in both 
types of test. 

At the University of Glasgow a young 
psychologist, Mr. William A. McElroy, 
while doing a test on the differential re- 
sponses of the sexes to certain concealed 
Freudian symbols, found that he had re- 
sults suggesting the operation of ESP. 
His research director, Dr. Pickford, en- 
couraged a special experiment dealing 
directly with ESP. McElroy and an 
assistant, Miss Winifred Brown, also a 
psychology graduate, undertook to see if 


they could improve the scoring rate of 
subjects and produce a learning effect by 
using mild electric shock as punishment 
for errors in the test. For comparison 
they ran the controls without shock. 
While the results as a whole were signifi- 
cant and the tests with the shock gave 
the higher scoring rate, there was no 
learning effect; instead, a typical chrono- 
logical decline occurred. 

Over on the Continent the researches 
were fewer and farther between, but the 
individual researches are none the less 
noteworthy. Dr. and Mrs. Paul Vasse of 
Amiens, France, have already become 
known for their PK tests on seed germi- 
nation and growth. (See Bulletin No. 
5.) They have now completed a series 
of PK tests with dice, each acting as sub- 
ject and recorder in turn, and throwing 
the dice (from a cup) an equal number 
of times for high dice and low dice. The 
tests gave significant results, and as with 
the seed experiments Mrs. Vasse obtained 
the more. outstanding results, her data 
alone being significant. 

The work of Dr. Hubert Urban and 
his associates at the Neuropsychiatric 
Clinic of the University of Innsbruck has 
attracted much interest even though it 
has not as yet been confirmed. The pro- 
cedure was demonstrated for me both by 
Dr. Harrer and by Mr. Kéck, the two 
associates who have done the actual test- 
ing in the past: it appears to have been a 
reasonably good adaptation to the diffi- 
cult clinical situation involved. The 
method used was the GESP card test with 
a low screen that hid the cards from the 
subject’s view. The necessity for speak- 
ing to the patient, however, makes it ad- 
visable for the experimenter not to be 
looking at the cards during the tests. Dr. 
Urban and his colleagues have therefore 
decided henceforth to use the BT clair- 
voyance technique, with a recording of the 
order of the cards in the packs to be used 
before the test session begins. The‘two 
patients who were demonstrated gave a 
total of eleven more hits in the eight runs 
of ESP card trials made after treatment 
(one electroshock and one narcoanalysis ) 
than in the same number made just be- 
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fore. There are others now in London 
and Copenhagen who are interested in 
repeating the Urban work. 

In Sweden the research is centered in 
Malmé, Ludvika, and Stockholm. At 
Malmé Mr. George Killick, who last year 
spent three months in study at the Duke 
Laboratory, has been carrying out an ESP 
test scries which was only partly finished 
at the time of our visit. The data of eight 
out of the total of twenty subjects showed 
definitely encouraging results, with at 
least one significant difference in the ex- 
pected direction. Mr. Killick hopes 
eventually to give full time to the labora- 
tory he is undertaking to establish. He 
has some collaboration with staff members 
of the nearby University of Lund. 

At Ludvika Mr. Haakon Forwald, an 
engineer, has taken up the use of dice 
in PK tests after encountering mani fes- 
tations of what he suspected were PK 
effects of a less quantifiable type. I wrote 
him about the placement type of PK test, 
of current interest at Duke, a test in 
which the subject endeavors to influence 
the dice to fall into a specified area 
instead of trying to make them fall with 
a given face turned upward. (This work 
was begun by Mr. W. E. Cox in North 
Carolina and a report will be published 
in the near future.) Mr. Forwald has 
obtained significant results with the PK 


placement test and is now ready to ad- - 


vance to a further experimental problem. 
He wishes to make comparisons of the 
effect of PK on bodies of different shape, 
weight, and other characteristics, and 
believes that it will be possible to deter- 
mine the amount of energy necessary to 
account for the physical results obtained. 

Two other Swedish engineers, Mr. Rolf 
Moore and Mr. H. A. Vinberg, both liv- 
ing in the Stockholm area, have been 
doing experiments on psi problems. Mr. 
Moore, who for several years has been 
working in isolation on a number of psi 
projects, has now undertaken a unique 
animal experiment with a pet cat as the 
subject, using the cat’s characteristic re- 
sponse to food as a basis for an ESP 
test. Mr. Vinberg has done a new type of 


card-sorting test of ESP that has con- 
vinced him of his own ESP ability and 
has raised some new questions. 

Prof. Laurent, a psychologist at the 
technical university in Stockholm, has set 
up an apparatus for use in ESP tests. 
With this setup the sender, receiver, and 
experimenter could all be located in differ- 
erent rooms with proper apparatus for 
communication. Mr. Killick, who accom- 
panied us to Stockholm, paid Prof. Lau- 
rent’s laboratory a visit and gave a good 
performance as subject on the apparatus. 
How much work has already been done 


with this equipment I did not learn (be- 


cause of my language difficulties) but I 
did discover that Prof. Laurent has had 
something to do with the investigation of 
Jénssen, the Swedish engineer whose 
demonstration of what might be ESP 
ability has attracted a good deal of at- 
tention in Denmark and Sweden. (Jénssen 
was first brought to our attention by Prof. 
Preben Plum of Copenhagen. However, 
the various investigators who have at- 
tempted to do a series of controlled ex- 
periments with Jénssen had in the main 
only small samples and uncontrolled 
demonstrations to report, leaving it im- 
possible to draw a final conclusion re- 
garding his abilities. ) 

In a number of other places in Europe 
there were good prospects for experi- 
mental work in the future. At the Uni- 
versity of Copenhagen, after the lecture 
there under the auspices of the Society 
for Psychology and Philosophy, the an- 
nouncement was made that the Depart- 
ment of Psychology would sponsor re- 
search in parapsychology if qualified 
students wished to undertake it. Prof. 
Plum of the Medical School, who has 
taken an active interest in parapsychology 
for some time, has indicated his interest 
in fostering well-controlled experimental 
work in the field. 

At Freiburg we were present at the 
opening of Dr. Hans Bender’s new In- 
stitute for Research on the Borderline 
Problems of Psychology and Mental 
Hygiene. The Institute has a splendid 
new physical plant which any parapsy- 
chologist would be happy to have for his 
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use. Research plans for work in para- 
psychology are just beginning to take 
shape. At the Psychology Club in 
Zirich, the training center for the 
methods and theories of Dr. C. G. Jung, 
a number of unusually good research sug- 
gestions were contributed in the excellent 
discussion that followed the lecture. There 
was indication too that actual research 
might be instituted by at least a small 
number of members. 

In Holland the dearth of experimental 
work in parapsychology was keenly felt 
by the scientific men with whom we con- 
ferred and I think the prospect of psi 
research in Holland is particularly good. 
Likewise, at a number of the British uni- 
versities other than those already men- 
tioned active interest was expressed by 
a number of students, interest that can 


probably be channeled into some kind of 


research. The indications were that in 
most of these institutions there will be no 
lack of help and encouragement from the 
psychology staff. 

On the whole, then, the prospect for 
parapsychology in Europe is good. In 
appraising the situation we must remem- 
ber that there is not a single worker over 
there who is free to give his whole time 
to the problems of our field. Everyone 
is dependent for his livelihood on some 
other kind of work, and the conditions in 
many countries of Europe at present make 
that task much harder than usual. When, 
therefore, we find more experimental 


) work going on in parapsychology than 


ever before, it means that there is really 
good progress over there in the apprecia- 
tion of the problems. 

Like explorers in parapsychology every- 
where, those we found in Europe need 
assistance of various kinds. It is doubt- 
ful if there is any research going on over 
there at all that is as much in need of help 
as the psi researches, but there is one 
need about which something can be done, 
and I venture this one suggestion. I 
refer to the need these fellow-explorers 
have of knowing each other. I think 
there is a great deal more isolation of 
the individual research man in para- 
psychology than we have over here. We 


all agree, I think, that there is some ad- 
vantage in contact and in the ready ex- 
change even of mere interest alone. The 
sharing of research ideas is most im- 
portant, more especially since many indi- 
viduals are working in isolated communi- 
ties, away from universities and hospitals. 
It seems worth while, therefore, to sug- 
gest that some effort be made by research 
workers in parapsychology to get in touch 
with each other, at least by correspond- 
ence. Perhaps in time other co-operative 
steps will follow if acquaintance proves 
pleasant and profitable. One of the most 
valuable instruments of science is the 
free, open discussion of one’s findings 
with fellow explorers. In such discus- 
sions the best of each contributor becomes 
the endowment of all. We may safely 
assume, I think, that those who have as 
much in common as an active research 
interest in parapsychology need no intro- 
duction to each other. 


The following is a list of the lectures 
delivered by Dr. Rhine during his trip: 


May 9 Royal Society of Medicine, Section 
on Psychiatry. 

May 10 Myers Memorial Lecture, Society 
for Psychical Research, London. 

May 12 Joint meeting of Socratics Club and 
Cambridge Society for Psychical Re- 
search, Cambridge University. 

May 15 Cambridge University, lecture spon- 
sored by Faculty of Moral Sciences. 

May 18 Department of Zoology, Oxford Uni- 
versity. 

May 19 Oxford University, lecture spon- 
sored by Faculty of Literae Human- 
iores. 

May 19 Thirty-minute lecture, Third Pro- 
gramme, BBC. 

May 20 Class discussion on parapsychology, 
Oxford University. 

May 22 University of Birmingham, Extra- 
Mural Department. 

May 22 Midland Section of the British Psy- 
chological Society. 

May 23 University of Manchester, Extra- 
Mural Department. 

May 24 University of Manchester, class dis- 
cussion. 
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